Communicating with an Elected Official 

As an individual and a practicing surgical technologist, you have the ability and opportunity to effect legislative change that will have a positive impact on surgical technology. Frequent and effective communication with your legislative representatives enhances your ability to become involved in the legislative process.

Getting to Know Your Legislator        
Find out who your elected officials are and learn all you can about them. Directories that list public officials and legislative committees are available from your local chamber of commerce or your public library. Once you are familiar with your local representative, keep up to date on his or her positions on issues that will affect the practice of surgical technology. The information you gather from public statements, votes, and demonstrated support will be beneficial when establishing personal communications.

Get to know your legislator as well as his or her staff before you seek their support on a specific issue. You must not overlook the importance of the legislator’s staff in the legislative process.

Establishing Your Expertise and Credibility

Study all facets of the issue being discussed and know your facts. Be able to tell your legislator what impact a bill will have on his or her constituents who are surgical technologists. Be prepared to answer specific questions about the education, job duties, and certification of surgical technologists. Know your legislator’s political views, voting record, and sponsorship of legislation. Know the opposing viewpoint. Every issue has two sides.

Be familiar with the process by which a bill becomes law. See How a Bill  Becomes a Law.

 

