MN State Assembly Spring Conference

Greetings MN State Assembly! My name is Chaz Saxon, CST at Abbott Northwestern. I am on the board of directors and Chair of the 2012 Spring Conference. 

I cannot tell you how much I am looking forward and excited to see you all on Saturday, March 10, 2012. Looking at the past comments and recommendations from past conferences, I have attempted to present new learning opportunities for us all. We all have to remember that even though some of the topics that will be presented are not being performed at your facility doesn’t mean that you should not attend and/or miss the opportunity to learn about them. 
We will have the privilege to learn how we are able save one or both of the fetuses during a “ Fetoscopy”. After scrubbing in several of them, I can assure it you this is a presentation that you will not want to miss. It is totally amazing how we can use a digital camera and laser to enter into the womb of a mother at 20 weeks, map out the toxic vessels, and obliterate them giving both fetus’s a chance at survival. 

Another presentation that is mind blowing is “Robotic Esophagectomy”. I too have had the opportunity to scrub in this case as well. For those of you who are unaware of this procedure, you will not want to miss it. For someone who has lost a loved one to esophageal cancer, I wish this procedure would have been around for him. In a quickened recap, during this case the Esophagus is dissected to the diaphragm.  This is done both laparoscopic and robotically. When the dissection is completed, we return to laparoscopy. While another surgeon is dissecting the esophagus at the neck the other surgeon is preparing the greater curvature of the stomach to be used as the new esophagus. When everything is ready to go, the carcinogenic esophagus is then pulled up through the neck and the newly created esophagus is then pulled up and anastomosed completing the procedure. 

These are just a couple of the new topics and learning opportunities we will have available to us at the Spring Conference. There are a lot more new learning opportunities to be a part of. 

I would also like to give you some information about the parking. Abbott Northwestern has graciously agreed to host our MN State Assembly Spring conference. You do have the option of parking on the street or in the North Ramp (Children’s ramp). If you park on the street, please be advised the meters that are on 26th street are monitored all day. You can park on the side streets that are around the hospital.  If you do decide to park in the parking ramp, the entrance to the ramp is on 26th street between 10th Ave South, and Elliot. 26th street is a one way heading West! Please keep this in mind. For the entire day the cost is $10.00. In the SW corner of the ramp there is a tunnel that will lead you to the Education Building. If you choose to cross at street level, please be careful as 26th street is a very busy street.  
 I look forward to seeing you all there! 

Until then, 

Chaz Saxon.
