Three Types of Advocacy 

The power of political advocacy is greatly increased when individuals form organizations with mutual interests and concerns and combine their lobbying efforts.

There are three basic types of advocacy:

Formal Lobbying – An individual or organization takes a position and actively attempts to defend or change laws or decisions to benefit affected individuals. 

Educational Advocacy - Researching the effects of legislation and circulating the information to legislators or the public. A position may be stated, but no attempt is generally made to directly defend or alter laws or decisions. The State Assembly also fulfills this function when it communicates legislative activities or needs to AST at the national level. 

Grassroots Advocacy - Individuals or organization members are enlisted to take independent action with their elected officials and/or their staff on issues of interest. Acting as a reliable information resource is one way to build a relationship with congressional representatives, and also build the credibility of an organization with elected officials. Congressmen and women need accurate data and facts in order to make informed decisions. They also want to know how a particular piece of legislation affects their constituents.

 

